Medicare Drug Benefits:  What’s Next for Low-Income Beneficiaries?

Volunteers in Health Care Teleworkshop

Feb 25th, 2pm – Registration Now Open

As part of its commitment to making its resources available to programs nationwide (many of whom have limited resources) Volunteers in Health Care, a national resource center, launched a series of conference call style workshops, or “teleworkshops” in 2003. With your help, the teleworkshop series was an instant success!

Building on the momentum created by this inaugural series, VIH is expanding our series for 2004. Ten workshops will be held and will include calls about: ways to improve oral health and pharmaceutical access for the uninsured, methods for improving and streamlining health care services for the uninsured, strategies for building collaborations among dentistry and medicine, and clinician volunteerism (a Cover the Uninsured Week exclusive). 

We invite you to join us on our first call of the year, Medicare Drug Benefits: What’s Next for Low-Income Beneficiaries? to be held February 25th at 2pm Eastern Time.

This teleworkshop will be a dialogue with pharmacists, community organizations, Pfizer and AstraZeneca about the impact of the Medicare Reform Bill on the structure of patient assistance programs, discount cards, and other strategies for providing medication assistance to Medicare recipients.  

Presenters on the call include:

Sean Dougherty, Director of AstraZeneca’s Prescription Partnership Programs 
Patti Matzkin, Manager, Corporate Philanthropy at Pfizer

Margaret Davis, Director of Policy and Communications, Pfizer for Living Share Card 

Gina Upchurch, RPH, MPH, director of Senior PHARMAssist (a community-based organization that provides services to low-income Medicare beneficiaries in North Carolina)

Robert McEwan, CEO, MedBank of Maryland (a nonprofit organization that helps low-income patients access medications)

The call will be moderated by Katheryne Richardson, PharmD. Participants will have opportunity to ask questions of the presenters during the call.

In this workshop, participants will learn about:

· the prescription access component to Medicare, with a particular focus on the next two years of transition 

· how one community is currently providing services to low-income seniors and how Medicare may alter existing services 

· the impact of Medicare pharmaceutical changes to the pharmaceutical companies’ patient assistance programs

· the impact of Medicare on the companies’ current discount cards (TogetherRx and Share Card).

The cost to participate in the teleworkshop is $50 per registrant, which can be payable by check, VISA, or MasterCard.  To register for the call, please visit the VIH website (www.volunteersinhealthcare.org) to fill-out the registration form.  Registrations and payment must be received in our office by February 24th.   If you have any questions, please contact Volunteers in Health Care, toll-free at 877-844-8442. 

