1. At the Great Lakes Hospital Network we have one mental health hospital in our group of 21:  Pine Rest Mental Health Services. They have many satellite outpatient clinics in our region and also manage a couple of inpatient units at some of our member hospitals.  We have two initiatives going right now as a network:
· Developing a survey of primary care physicians to determine whether they need or want training in how to administer a standard depression screen to patients at the office; this is predicated on the fact that the large HMO in the region will incentivize physicians to administer this screen by 2006.  Pine Rest would become the education source for the physicians.

 

· Also looking at how to include mental health in the regional obesity prevention/intervention initiative.  We anticipate having the hospitals work with their community leaders to activate the programs for identifying people who need help with both mental health and weight management.  Pine Rest will play an important role as this develops.

 

Anyone can call me for more information if they need it.

Linda Erickson

616-774-7283

2. Managed care has taken over public mental health and substance abuse services in many states, and providers are organized into networks for purposes of negotiation and contracting with MCOs, possibly to take on risk directly, and for single point of access, centralized utilization review, QI, group purchasing, etc. Generally they are organized independent of physicians and hospitals.   But the real innovation across the country is co-location of mental health and primary care services.  
- Lucia Maxwell, Consultant, Panhandle Area Health Network (formerly PAHN Exec Dir for 11 years.)    







