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Yes, I'm only a bill.
And I'm sitting here on Capitol Hill.
Well, it's a long, long 
Journey to the capital city.
It's a long, long wait
While I'm sitting in committee,
But I know I'll be a law some day
At least I hope and pray that I will
But today I am still just a bill.



Anyone may draft a bill, 
but only members of Congress 
can introduce legislation, and by 
doing so they become the sponsor(s).



- Referral to committee
- Committee Action
- Subcommittee Review
- Mark up
- Committee Action to Report a Bill
- Written Report
- Floor Action
- Referral to other Chamber
- Conference Committee
- Final Action
- Overriding a Veto (2/3rds)

The Process



Lobbying Expenses By IndustryLobbying Expenses By Industry
(Jan(Jan--June 2001)June 2001)

Health Care $115 million
Communication $108
Finance $100
Energy $73
Transportation $65
Retail $47
Manufacturing $38
Agriculture $31



-The National Health Council, Inc.
www.nationalhealthcouncil.org
-More than 800 health organizations - 202-785-
3810 

National Health Associations



The hospital associations
The Access to Care Coalition 
The Health Leadership Council

The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly



• Members of Congress want to hear from 
you

• You have needed expertise
• Establish a relationship with your 

Congressional office before you need them
• Use the resources of your national interest 

group

Getting Involved



NRHA - The Voice for Rural Health

 

 

NRHA Government Affairs and Policy News 

 
 

Home  •  Elected Officials  •  Issues  •  Election  •  Media    
  

Legislative Action Center 
 

Welcome to the: 
NRHA's Legislative Alert Center 
You can make a big difference in just 5 
minutes. That's all it will take to learn the 
issues and send a letter to Congress. The 
actions of our government have an 
enormous impact so please educate 

yourself and take action.  
 
Please take the following actions:  
 
1. Check key bills that we are tracking on legislation 
related to Rural Health or see a Scorecard for the U.S. 
Senate. Knowledge is power.  
 
2. Send a letter to Congress regarding Rural Health.  
 
3. Join our mailing list and we'll send you important 
updates when your involvement can make a difference. 
Plus we won't sell your name to anyone else. 
 

   
Support J1 Visa Legislation 
 
Contact Congress Today Click Here. 
Rural Amendment on Budget Resolution! 
 
Contact your elected officials Today! (Sample Alert) 
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ENTER 
YOUR ZIP 

CODE 
HERE

http://www.NRHArural.org



SCROLL DOWN!

Check for action 
alerts!

We will let you 
know when we 
need your help.



Your 
FEDERAL 

Elected 
Officials

Check in 
on your 

state and 
local reps 

too!
Find out how 

your Reps vote 
on NRHA 

issues 



OR click 
on 

“issues” to 
see more 

NRHA 
positions



Choose From

Legislative Alerts 
and Updates

Current 
Legislation

Key Votes

Capitol Hill Basics



Go to:

“Current 
Legislation”

to see all the 
legislation that 
the NRHA is 
tracking



Or choose 
“Media” from 
the navigation 
tools you’ll find 

at the top of 
each page



And you are 
instantly 
connected to 
thousands of 
local and 
national media.
Rural health 
advocates 
write great 
letters to the 
editor!



  
NRHArural.orgNRHArural.org


