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Websites With Information On Rural Transportation 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/rural/planningfortrans/index.html
This document is designed as a resource to rural planners, city and county engineers, stakeholders, local officials, and other decision-makers involved with developing rural transportation plans. It is intended to foster a better understanding of the characteristics, issues, and trends affecting rural transportation systems and the benefits of good rural system planning. It provides approaches and case study profiles for public consultation, environmental review, transit system planning, intelligent transportation system planning, and access management.

The document does not establish a step-by-step process for rural transportation planning. Rather, it provides information and references that participants in rural transportation planning can use in fashioning a planning process that best suits local circumstances. 

The Rural Transportation Initiative is intended to be a first step - a beginning from which a transportation system can evolve which is better positioned to serve small communities and rural areas. It is also critically important that rural areas be involved in the state transportation planning process by which transportation investment decisions are made regarding public funds

http://www.napawash.org/pc_management_studies/Rural_Trans_State_April_2001.pdf 
This supplement to the Academy’s panel report, Rural Transportation Consultation

Processes (May 2000), was prepared by the Academy staff following guidelines

established by agreement between the Academy panel, the Federal Highway

Administration (FHWA), and the many federal, state, and local advisors involved in

preparing the May 2000 report.

The supplement contains information describing the processes being used by the 50

State departments of transportation (plus Puerto Rico), the context within which these

consultations take place, and local views on the processes. No analysis, findings,

United We Ride (UWR) – Part of Federal Interagency Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) – Through 

http://www.unitedweride.gov/
MISSION:  More Rides for target populations for the same or fewer assets, streamlining access to transportation resources (effectiveness); and improving customer service (quality)

Rural & Small Community Transportation Planning
http://www.planning.dot.gov/rural.asp#local  
Rural transportation planning is the process of examining travel and transportation issues and needs in non-metropolitan areas. It includes a demographic analysis of the community in question, as well as an examination of travel patterns and trends. The planning process includes an analysis of alternatives to meet projected future demands, and for providing a safe and efficient transportation system that meets mobility while not creating adverse impacts to the environment. In metropolitan areas with population of over 50,000, the responsibility for transportation planning lies with designated Metropolitan Planning Organizations; in small communities and rural areas there is no federally designated body to do transportation planning. In some states, planning for these areas is undertaken by the State Department of Transportation. In other states these functions are performed by Rural Planning Organizations or local governments.
Planning for Rural Transportation

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/rural/planningfortrans/0preface.html 

The document is intended to contribute to a better understanding about:

How "rural" is defined, the characteristics of the rural system, issues and trends impacting the rural system, and the benefits of a good rural transportation system

How various jurisdictional levels address rural transportation planning, major rural transportation planning challenges, and some lessons to be learned on how states are addressing these challenges

Questions to be answered before getting started on a rural plan, approaches for public consultation and environmental review, the basic components for rural transportation planning, and how to develop the plans
How transit system planning concepts, rural intelligent transportation systems, and access management can be used as additional tools for rural transportation planners.

Successful rural transportation planning efforts from several states

Throughout the document, references are provided for additional sources of information on rural planning approaches. In addition, Appendix D at the end of the document includes a list of World Wide Web resources, technical and policy references, and a glossary of transportation planning terms to assist rural transportation planners

Serving Rural America
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/rural/ruralamerica/index.html
This newly updated guide provides the latest information on the Department's grants, programs, and initiatives designed to meet our transportation goals in rural America. People and businesses in rural areas and small communities need modern, safe, and accessible transportation in order to thrive. I look forward to pursuing the Administration's commitment to the future of rural America through improved transportation systems in all settings  - 1999
The Rural Transportation Initiative is intended to be a starting point from which we can realize a transportation system better positioned to serve small communities and rural areas. It also is a step toward further involvement of rural areas in the transportation planning process by which transportation investment decisions are made.
http://www.unitedweride.gov/1_100_ENG_HTML.htm
· Allocation and Use of Section 5310 Funds in Urban and Rural America 

· Rural Disability and Rehabilitation Research Progress Report #34 

Additional Technical Assistance Information
http://www.unitedweride.gov/123_ENG_HTML.htm 
